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We, WiLMOT-BREmjEN Limited, a British 
Company, of Amington Road, Birmingham, 
25, do hereby dedare tiie invention, for 
which we pray that a patent may be granted 
to us, and the method by whidi it is to be 
performed, to be particularly described in 
and by the following statement: — 

This invention relates to object detection 
devices for detectii^ an earthed object by 
the change in capacitance to earth of a capa- 
citive electrode when the body is in the 
neighbourhood of the electrode. As will 
be apparent from the following description, 
the invention finds particular application in 
the guarding of machine tools and the like 
to ensure the safety of tiie operator. 

In general with capacitance type object 
detection systems heretofore, a problem 
arises that the capacitance betweai the hand 
or arm or any other earthed objesct and 
the electrode is in shunt with the leakage 
capacitance betweai the electrode and 
earthed bodies. This is a particularly serbus 
problem m a machine tool which is norm- 
ally made of metal and in which the capa- 
citance electrode loop should extend around 
the whole opaiing tliou^ which access can 
be obtained to the movmg parts. In such 
circumstances, there woufi normally be a 
very substantial capacitance between the 
electrode and the earthed metal structure of 
the machine. If tiie aperture is large, the 
presence of a hand witiun the aperture'may 
give only a very small change m the capa- 
citance betweoi the electrode and earth. 
Such small changes in capacity can be de- 
tected and measured by means of capa- 
citance measuring bridges but this requires 
a bridge 'of long term stability if frequent 
re^justmoit is to be avoided. Problems 
[Pnce 4y.6i/.] 



ako anse due to the temperature coejBBcient 
of (apadtance to earth of the lead connect- 
mg the electrode to the measuring equipment. 
If a screened cable is used to minimise 
variations of capacitance between the con- 
necting lead and earth, then tiiis screening 
m the cable introduces a very large capa- 
citance between the connecting lead and 
earth. In a typical capacitance detection 
system for controlling a guard for a madiine 
tool. It has been found tiiat tiie electrode 
had a capacitance to earth of 20 picofarads 
whilst the connecting screaied cable had a 
capacitance of 200 picofarads. The change 
m capacitance introducmg a hand mto the 
centre of a rectangular loop of 20" X W 
was only 1 picofarad. It wiU be seen tiiere- 
tore, wifli such systems, it has been neces- 
sary haetof ore to have electrical equipment 
which IS accurately responsive to very small 
changes in a large capacitance and it is 
necessary also to ensure the stability of tiiis 
^ ca^itance and of tiie equipment de- 
tecting the change in capacitance. 

According to tiie presait invaition, a 65 
capacitance, type object detection system for 
detectmg tiie. presence of an earthed object 
withm an opening formmg an entry to a 
region to be guarded comprises an elongated 
electrode exteiding around at least part of 
the periphery of said opening, die electrode 
bemg m tiie form of a strip witii one of its 
feces facing across said opening, a con- 
ductive saeen for said electrode extendmg 
around tiie other face of the electrode to 
surround tiie whole electrode behind tiie 
plane of said one face, and a tiiree-terminal 
impedance measuring circuit arranged to 
give an output signal responsive to changes 
m die capacity between said electrode and 80 
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earth whilst ''seeing off' any capacitance 
between the electrode and the screen. Three 
terminal measuring circuits, particularly 
transformer ratio-arm bridges are well 
5 known and have tiie property that an output 
signal can be obtained depaident on the 
impedance between two terminals whilst be- 
ing unaffected by any impedance between 
either of these two terminals and the third 

10 terminal. In the present case, the third ter- 
minal is connected to the screai and, of the 
other two terminals, one is earthed and the 
other connected to said electrode. 
The aforementioned electrode may be in 

15 the form of a metal strip forming a closed 
loop extttiding around the r^on m which 
the presaice of an earthed body is to be 
detected and with the plane of the strip 
parallel to the axis of the aperture defined 

20 by the loop. The screen is preferably then 
also a stnp of slightly greater width than 
the electrode and extending around the elec- 
trode on the outer side thereof and prefer- 
ably also having flanges ortendmg inwardly 

25 of the aperture to shield the edges of the 
electrode strip. 

More generally, if a single dosed loop 
electrode is used to guard a region, the loop 
need not be in a flat plane; its plane may 

30 be shaped to conform to the shape of the 
region to be guarded. 

It is not essoitial however for the elec- 
trode completely to surroimd the opening. 
It is possible for example to have two elec- 

35 trodes facing one another or to have an 
electrode curved in the form of an arc, e.g. 
a semi-cirde so as partially to surround a 
region to be guarded. 
Preferably the or each dectrode is covered 

40 with insulating material. In a machine tool, 
the or eadi dectrode may be so positioned 
or arranged that it cannot be touched by 
an operator's hand or other earthed body. 
The three-terminal impedance measuring 

45 circuit may conveniently be a capacitance 
detection device comprising a source of 
alternating voltage, one termmal of which 
is eartiied and the other terminal of whidi 
is connected by a lead, referred to herein- 

50 after as the neutral line, to one input of an 
alternating current detector the oflier input 
terminal of which is connected by the inner 
conductor of a co-axial cable to said dec- 
trode, the outer conductor of the co-axial 

55 cable being connected to said screen and to 
said neutral fine and a balancing circuit for 
feedmg alternating current into said detector 
to balance the altanating current due to the 
presence of an earthed body ha^g capaci- 

60 tance between tiie body and said elec- 
trode or electrodes. The capadtaace 
detection devices forms a three-terminal 
capadtance bridge in ^ch any capaci- 
tance between tiie screea . and earth is 
65 charged from said voltage source and does 



not affect flie detector. The capacitance of 
the co-axial line is in shunt across the input 
to the detector and since, when the system 
is balancai, there is no voltage across this 
input, the capadtance of the cable is im- 70 
material. The bridge can be balanced ^en 
there is no earthed body adjacent the dec- 
trode or dectrodes and it will thai give 
no output until an earthed body near die 
dectrode or one of the electrodes gives a 75 
capacitance between that dectrode and earth. 

The screen around the or each electrode 
can readily be arranged to eliminate most 
of the capacitance between the electrode 
and earth. The use of the three-terminal 80 
measuring circuit eliminates the effect of 
the c^acitance of the cable and, smce the 
bdancing circuit may very simply be re-, 
adjusted if necessary, the long term stability 
problems are eUminated. 85 

The invention thus indudes within its 
scope a capacitance type object detection sys- 
tem for dete(^ing the presence of an earthed 
object comprises a dosed loop electrode ex- 
tending around the region within which the 90 
presence of an earthed object is to be de- 
tected, and a conductive screen extendmg 
around the outer side of said dosed loop 
dectrode and closely adjacait thereto so as 
to lie between the electrode and any sur- 95 
rounding body in combination with a capaci- 
tance detection device comprising a source 
of alternating voltage, one terminal of which 
is earthed and the other terminal of which 
is connected by a lead, referred to herein- 100 
after as the neutral line, to one input ter- 
minal of an alternating current detector the 
other input terminal of whidi is connected 
by the inner conductor of a co-axial cable 
to said electrode, the outer conductor of 105 
the co-axial cable being connected to said 
screen and to said neutral line and a balanc- 
ing circuit for feeding alternating current 
into said detector to balance the alternating 
current due to the presence of an earthed 110 
body having capadtance between the body 
and said dectr^e. 

Most conveniently the detector comprises 
a high gain amplifier with a feedback circuit 
for providing a feedback current to the in- 115 
put of the amplifier; this feedback provides 
gain stability for tiie amplifier and mcreases 
the input impedance, thus giving an amplifier 
of the required characteristics. 

The output voltage from the amplifier or 120 
the feedback current may be used as a 
measure of the capacitance. Conveniently 
the output voltage is applied to a phase 
sensitive detector having a reference signal 
derived from the alternating current source. 125 
This phase sensitive detector gives a direct 
current output which may be used for ex- 
ample to operate a relay. 

Although the screen around the electrode 
cannot eliminate ail the capacitance between 130 
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the electrode and the earth, it can readily 
be arranged to eliminate most of this capa- 
citance and, m the example quoted above, 
the introduction of such a screen can reduce 

5 the capacitance between a rectangular elec- 
trode of 2(r X 10''' from 20 picofarads to 
4 picofarads. More important however, the 
use of the three terminal measuring equip- 
ment eliminates the effect of the capacitance 

10 of the cable and thus a change of 1 pico- 
farad in capacitance due to the pres^ice of 
a hand in tihe aperture is a change of 25% 
in the original capacity, the effect of whi^ 
has to be balanced out by the balancing 

15 circuit. With such a large change, the long 
term ^ stability problems encountered in 
capacitance type detection equipment here- 
tofore are eliminated. 
Balancing may be achieved by a baknc- 

20 ing circuit fed from the aforesaid alternating 
voltage source by means of a ratio trans- 
former, the ratio transformer providing an 
alternating voltage in opposite phase but in 
known ratio to the voltage between the 

25 neutral line and earth. This voltage is ap- 
plied between the neutral line and one ter- 
minal of an adjustable balancing capacitor 
the other terminal of which is connected to 
the input terminal of the aforementioned 

30 amplifier. 

The invention is particularly applicable 
to the control of a safety guard for a power 
operated tool For such a tool, there has to 
be a relatively large aperture providing 

35 access to the moving parts. With the ar- 
rangem^t of the present invention, the 
presence of an operators hand anywhere 
within the aperture can readily be detected 
and the device can be used, in the mannw 

40 described in the Application No. 36071/64 
(SCTial No. 1,106,456) to provide a signal 
whenever the operator's hand Ss in this 
aperture. Furthermore as is described in 
the aforementioned application, the change 

45 in this signal when the hand is withdmwn 
can be used automatically to effect the dos- 
ing of a mechanical guard and thereby 
operation of tihe tool or other machinery 
so that an operator merely has to put the 

50 work piece m position and withdraw his 
hands thereby mitiating the operation of 
the machine whilst provkiing a full safe- 
guard against any operation of the machine 
whilst the operator's hand or arm is within 

55 the aperture. 

In one arrangement for use on a machine 
tool, a mechanical guard is provided com- 
prising two gates movable towards one an- 
other to dose an opming and two dec- 

60 trodes are arranged on the gates facing 
across the opening ^en the gates are apart, 
the electrocies being cormed^ in paralld 
to tiie three-terminal impedance measuring 
circuit The gates may be arranged to 

65 overlap when dosed and, in this case, the 



electrodes are preferably arranged to face 
one another when the pates are open so as 
to define a plane in which any earthed body 
is d^ected. The dectrodes, with their 
screens, may be mounted in or raibedded in 70 
insulating material. This material may be 
for example, rubber or a resilient plastic 
In this construction, as in the other machine 
tool guards to be described, the dectrode 
system and measuring circuit may be used 75 
to give a guard signal to prevent operation 
of the madiine if any earthed body is in the 
openiiig. The arrangement of the present 
invention is particularly applicable to sys- 
tems in whidh the withdrawal of an earthed 80 
body, usually the operator's hand, auto- 
matu:ally initiates oparation <rf the machine. 
The si^ial may be used for example to 
initiate dosing of a mechanical guard which 
has to be dosed before a tool or the like 85 
can be actuated within the enclosed region. 
If desired, separate dectrode systems may 
be provided for performing both guarding 
and triggering functions. 

As another example of the application of 90 
the invention, in a moulding machine or 
the like in whfch two die plates are brought 
together, to guard against the presence of 
an eardied body between the die plates, elec- 
trodes may be arranged around or partly 95 
around each of the die plates, the electrode 
or electrodes around one die plate facing 
tihe electrode or dectrodes around the other. 
Each of the two dectrode systems employed 
migjit be a dosed loop, typically of square 100 
or rectangular form mounted on the die 
plate or tihe platen carrying the die plate. 
It is not necessary however to have a dosed 
loop and each electrode system might com- 
prise two or more straight or curved dec- 105 
trodes arranged aroimd tihe periphery of 
the die plate or platen. 

The following is a description of a num- 
ber of embodimaits of the invention, refer- 
oice being made to the accompanying draw- 110 
in@^in which: — 

J^gure 1 is a front view of a press em- 
bodymg guard means operated by an earthed 
body capacitance type detection system; 

Figure 2 is a transverse section through 115 
the dectrode system in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating the de- 
tection system used in the press of Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a rivet- 
ing press; 120 

Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating the de- 
tection system used in the arrangement of 
Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a diagrammatic perspective 
view ilhistratmg guard dectrodes on a 125 
moulding machine; 

Figure 7 is a diagram illustrating the use 
of a pair of dectrodes for guarding a region; 

Figure 8 is a section along the line 8—8 
of Figure 7; 130 
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Hgure 9 is a sectiooal view through a 
pair of guard gates for a machine tool; and 
Figure 10 is a perspective view illustrat- 
ing anotiier dectrode arrangement for guard- 
5 ing part of a machine. 

Referring to Figure 1, there is shown a 
press having a ram 1 driven by eccentrics 
2 on a crankshaft 3. Guarding of the press 
is effected by a glazed front guard 4 on 

10 vertical hinges, fixed wire mesh side guards 
5 and a pair of vertically slidable ^es 6 
for closing an. opening 7 in the front guard 
4. Only one of the gates 6 is shown in 
Figure 1. Reference may be made to the 

15 specification of co-pending Application No, 
36071/^ (Serial No. 1,106.456) for a fuller 
description of such a construction of guards 
for a press. 
The main body structure of the press is 

20 of metal and is electrically earthed. Tiiis 
eartihed structure is indicated diagrammatic- 
ally at 10 in Figures 2 and 3. When the 
g^tes 6 are opoi, the operator can obtain 
access to the moving parts through the open- 

25 ing 7. This opening, at its outer end, is 
surrounded by a dosed loop metal elec- 
trode 14 in tiie form of a strip extending 
completely around this opening. Qosely 
adjacent this strip and surrounding it is a 

30 metallic screen 15 which is slighUy wMer. 
than the strip and which has flanges extend- 
ing around the edgps of the strip. This 
screen 15 serves to reduce the capacitance 
between the electrode and the earthed body 

35 of the machine althou^ introducing a sub- 
stantial capacitance between the electrode 
14 and the screen 15. 

The present invention is concerned more 
particularly with the defection of an earthed 

40 object within the region surroundisd by the 
electrode 14. The electrode 14 is connected 
by the inner conductor 16 of a co-axial cable 
17 to a capacitance sensing device indicated 
generally at 18 in Figure 3. The screen 15 

45 is connected to the outer conductor of this 
co-axial cable. 

The device 18 includes an oscillator 20 
providing an alternating current which is 
applied to a primary winding 21 of a trans- 

50 former 22 having closely coupled secon- 
dary windings 23. 24. These windings pro- 
vide two output voltages in. known ratio; 
typically the windinig 23 will have ten times 
as many turns as the wiiiding 24. The two 

55 windings are coimected in smes and the 
junction of these two windings is connected 
to a lead 25 referred to hereinafter as a 
neutral line. The other end of the winding 
23 is earthed. The screen of the co-axial 
60 cable 17 is coiinected to the neutral line 25. 
This neutral Ime is also connected to one 
input terminal of an amplifier 26. The 
other input terminal is coimected to the 
inner conductor 16 of the co-axial cable 17. 
65 The winding 24 a|^es a voltage to one 



tenHinal of adjustable capacitor 27, the 
other terminal of whidi is connected to the 
input terminal of the amplifier. The ampli- 
fier has a feedbadc circuit which includes an 
impedance 28.- The capacitor 27 is ad- 70 
justed, when no earthed body is wifhin or 
adjacent the loop electrode 14, so as to pro- 
vide an input current substantially balanc- 
ing, any residual input from the electrode 14 
due to stray capacitance between this elec- 75 
trode and earth. By making winding 23 
with more turns than winding 24, the capa- 
citor 27 has to have a larger capacitance 
than the capacitance being balanced out and 
it is thus readily possible to construct a 80 
suitable adjustable capacitor 27. This capa- 
citor is adjusted so that, in the absence of 
any earth body adjacent the electrode 14 
th^ is negligible output voltage from the 
amplifier 26. When a hand is put near the 85 
electrode 14 however, because the hand is 
earthed, there is an appreciable current in- 
troduced into the amplifier and this changes 
the output voltage. This output voltage is 
applied to a phase sensitive detector 30 90 
wMdi has a reference alternating curr^t 
signal derived from a further winding 31 
on the transformer 22. The phase sensitive 
detector gives a direct voltage output which 
is applied to a d.c. amplifier 32 and this 95 
may typically be used to operate a relay 
or an dectronic trigger circuit in a control 
circuit 33. The control circuit is ar- 
ranged so that, whoever an earthed 
body such as the operator's hand or 1(X) 
arm is removed from the electrode aper- 
ture, when gates. 11, 12 are open, closing 
of the gates is tn^ered and operation of 
the machine is initiated, as is described 
in the aforementioned Application No. 105 
36071/64 (Serial No. 1,106.456). Reference 
may be made to that speci&:ation for a 
fuller descrijption of a suitable control cir- 
cuit which IS responsive to a switch 34 on 
the crankshaft 3 for ensuring the gates can- 110 
not be opened xmtil the ram 1 is in its 
upperinost position, and a switch 35 on the 
gates 6 to ensure that the madiine cannot 
be operated until the gates are fully closed. 
The operation of the gates 6 is effected by a 115 
pneumatic cylinder 36 to which air is ad- 
mitted by a solenoki-operated valve 37 con- 
trolled by the control circuit 33. 

F%ure 4 illustrates a riveting press which 
cannot be completely enclosed with 120 
mechanic^ guards because open access is 
required during operation for a workpiece 
40, which is to be riveted, to extend into the 
region under the riveting tool 41. In this 
embodim^t of the invention, a semi-circular 125 
electrode system 42 is provided with a screen 
shaped to give a detection region lying with- 
in the arc of the electrode and of small 
dimension in the vertical plane so that it 
can detect earthed objects in the region im- 130 . 
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mediately above the workpiece 40. In this 
type of machine, no mechanical guard can 
be used and the earthed body detection sys- 
tem is used therefore directly to inhibit the 
5 operation of the machine. Figure 5 is an 
electrical diagram illustrating the arrange- 
ment empbyed for inhibiting operation of 
the press of Figure 4 when the operator's 
hand or any earthed object is put in the 

10 region to be guarded. The worlqpiece is 
located immediately below the guarded 
region so that it will not itself inhibit opera- 
tion of the madiine. The electrical circuit 
of Figure 5 is housed at 44 in Figure 4 and 

15 is, in many respects, similar to that of Figure 
2. The same ref eraice diaractCTS are used 
in Figures 3 and 5 to indicate correspond- 
ing dements. In Hgure 5, the output of 
the amplifier 32 is fed to the operating coil 

20 48 of a relay having a normally open con- 
tact 45 in the circuit from a supply source 
46 to the hydraulic opo-ating valve 47 for 
the press. The output of the amplifier 32, 
in the absence of any earthed body in the 

25 guarded region, aiergises the coil 48 so clos- 
ing contact 45. A foot switch 59 is used to 
complete the circuit whai the press is to 
be operated. If any earthed body is in the 
guarded region, the relay coil 48 Is de- 

30 energised so opening contact 45 and pre- 
venting operation of the press. A micro- 
switch 49 is operated by the plunger of the 
pr^s just before the tool eaters the guarded 
region and completes a circuit in parallel 

35 with the contact 45 to prevent the madiine 
being stopped because the presence of the 
tool is sensed by the electrole system. 

Figure 6 illustrates the apphcation of the 
invention to a moulding machine or press 

40 having co-operating die plates 50, 51 car- 
ried on platens 52, 53. In this case there 
are two closed loop electrode systems, of 
which one is seen at 54. These electrode 
systems, each having its associated screen. 

45 extend around the peripheries of the two 
platens 52, 53 facing one another. These 
electrode systems thus serve to detect the 
presQice of any earthed body between the 
two electrodes. In a moulding machine or 

50 press such as is shown in Figure 6. the 
finally formed articles midit be ejected using 
an air blast and it will be noted that, eyen 
if these are metal articles, they will not be 
electrically earthed whilst being ejected and 

55 hence would not give an unwanted or false 
indication inhibiting operation of the 
machine. 

Referring to Figures 7 and 8, two strip 
form electrodes 60 are employed with their 
. 60 broader surfaces facing one another. Each 
dectrode is screened by a channd shaped 
scre^ 61 exlraiding around the back of the 
electrode with the two arms 62, 63 of the 
channel extending forwardly of the front 
65 faces of electrodes. It will be noted that 



one of the arms 62 of the screen extends 
further forwardly than the other 63 thereby 
more dosely defining one boundary of the 
"guarded" region between the electrodes 60 
where an earthed body can be detected. 70 
The electrodes 60 are connected in parallel 
to a three-terminal capacitance measuring 
bridge by co-axial cables 64 and the outer 
conductors of these cables are connected to 
the screens 61. The bridge circuit may be 75 
similar to that described with reference to 
Figures 3 and 5. 

The dectrode and screen systems of 
Figures 7 and 8 may be mounted on fixed 
structural dements 66. 67 as shown in 80 
Figure 7. Typically such structural ele- 
ments would be earthed metal elements 
forming part of the structure of, for ex- 
ample, a machine tool The screens 61 are 
dectrically insulated from lie metal struc- 85 
ture but are between the electrodes and the 
earthed metal structure dements so aisur- 
ing that the electrodes are responsive only to 
the capacitances to earthed bodies between 
the facing front surfaces of the two dec- 90 
trodes. Although there wfll be large capa- 
citances between the electrodes and the 
screens, these are "seen-oflP* by using a 
three-terminal measm^ing circuit and do not 
affect the response of flie circuit to varia- 95 
tions in the capacitances between the dec- 
trodes and earthed bodies. 

As shown in Figure 9 it may sometimes 
be convaiiMit to mount electrodes 70. 71 
with their respective scre^ 72, 73 on mov- 100 
able guards 74, 75. In the particular con- 
struction shown in Figure 9 the electrodes 
and screens are similar to those of Figures 

7 and 8 but are mounted on resUient sup- 
ports 76, 77. The two guards constitute 105 
gates which slide in the direction of the 
arrows 78, 79 and overlap when closed. 
The dectrodes are arranged to face one 
another whai the gates are open, i.e. when 
maximum sensitivity is required. 110 

Figure 10 shows a singje closed loop elec- 
trode 80 which is shown diagrammatically. 
This electrode is provided with a screen 
similar to the screen 81 of Figures 7 and 

8 and typically is mounted on a madiine 115 
tool having a mechanical guard 81. The 
dectrode system, althou^ m the form of 

a single closed loop, has the plane of the 
loop in a vertical plane at the rear with 
top and bottom forwardly extaiding por- 120 
trons so defining a working region to which 
access is available from the front and two 
sides. In the drawing this is indicated by 
the various positions of the operator's hand. 
.The screais around the dectrodes oisure 125 
that the sraisitive region in which earthed 
bodies are detected CTtends vertically from 
the top portion of the electrode to the bottom 
and, in effect gives three protective "walls" 
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forming the front and two sides of the afore- 
mentioned worldng r^on. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS: — 

1. A capacitance type object detection 
5 system for detecting the pres^ce of an 

earthed object within an opening forming an 
entry to a region to be guarded, which sys- 
tem comprises an elongated electrode ex- 
tending around at least part of the periph^ 

10 of said opening, the electrode being in the 
form of a strip with one of its faces facing 
across said opening, a conductive screen for 
said electrode extending aromid the other 
face of the electrode to surround the whole 

15 electrode behind the plane of said one face, 
and a three-terminal impedance measuring 
circuit arranged to give an output signal 
responsive to changes in the capacity be- 
tweai said electrode and earth whilst 

20 "seeing-ofP' any capacitance b^een the 
electrode and the screen. 

2. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in claim 1 viierein the 
electrode extends completely around the 

25 opening to be guarded. 

3. A capacitance type object detection 
system as daimed in claim 2 wherein the 
electrode is in the form of a metal strip 
extending around the region in which the 

30 presence of an earthed body is to be de- 
tected, the electrode thereby forming a loop 
enclosing an aperture lying in one plane, 
and wi^ the plane of tiie strip parallel to 
the axis of the aperture defined by the loop. 

35 4. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in daim 3 wherein the 
screen is a strip of slightly greater width 
than die electrode and extaiding around the 
electrode on the outer side thereof. 

40 5. A capadtance ^pe object detection 
system as claimed in daim 4 wherein die 
screen has flanges extending inwardly of 
the aperture to sWdd die edges of the elec- 
trode strip. 

45 6. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in claim 1 wherein two 
dectrodes are provided facing one another. 

7. A capacitance type object detection 
system as daimed in claim 1 wherein the 

50 electrode is curved in the form of an arc 
so as partially to surround a region to be 
guarded. 

8. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in either claim 6 or claini 

55 7 wherein die or each dectrode is in die 
form of a metal strip and wherein the saeen 
is a strip of sli^fly greater width than die 
dectrode lying adjacoit and paralld there- 
to. 

60 9. A capadtance type object detection 
system as datoed in daim 8 wherein the 
screen has flanges extending adjacent the 
margins of the electrode strq). 
10. A capadtance type object detection 



system as claimed in any of the preceding 65 I 
claims wherein the or each dectrode is 
covered with insulating material 

11. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in any of the preceding 
claims and for use on a machine tool where- 70 
in the or eadi electrode is so positioned 

or arranged diat it cannot be touched by 
an operator's hand or other earthed body. 

12. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in any of the preceding 75 
claims wherein the three-terminal impe- 
dance measuring circuit is a capacitance de- 
tection device comprising a source of alter- 
nating voltage, one tenninal of which is 
earthed and the other terminal of which is 80 
connected by a lead, referred to hereinafter 

as the neutral line, to one input terminal 
of an alternating current detector the other 
input terminal of which is connected by the 
inner conductor of a co-axial cable to said 85 
electrode, the outer conductor of the co- 
axial cable being connected to said screen 
and to said neutral line and a balancing 
circuit for feeding alternating current into 
said detector to balance me alt^ating 90 
current due to die presence of an earthed 
body having capacitance between the body 
and said electrode or dectrodes. 

13. A capadtance type object detection 
system for detecting die presence of an 95 
earthed object comprising a closed loop 
dectrode extending around the r^on with- 
in which the presence of an earthed body is 

to be detected and a conduc^e screen ex- 
tending around the outer side of said dosed 100 
loop-dectrode and closdy adjacent thereto 
so as to lie between the electrode and any 
surrounding body in combination with a 
capacitance detection device c&mprisin^ a 
source of alternating voltage, one termmal 105 
of which is earthed and the other terminal 
of which is connected by a lead, referred 
to hereinafter as the neutral line, to one in- 
put terminal of an alternating current detec- 
tor the other input terminal of which is 110 
connected by the inner conductor of a co- 
axial cable to said dectrode, the outer con- 
ductor of the co-axial cable being connected 
to said screen and to said neutral line and 
a balancing circuit for feeding alternating 115 
current into said detector to balance the al- 
ternating current due to the presence of an 
earthed body having capacitance between 
the body and said electrode. 

14. A capadtance type object detection 120 
system as claimed in either claim, 12 or 
claim 13 wherein the detector comprises a 
high gain amplifier with a feedback circuit 

for providing a feedback currrait to the in- 
put of the amplifier. 125 

15. A capadtance type objection detec- 
tion system as daimed in daim 14 wherein 
the output voltage from the amplifier is ap- 
plied to a phase sensitive detector having a 
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reference signal derived from the alternating 
current source. 

16. A capadtanoe type object detection 
system as daimed in any of the preceding 
claims and arranged for use with a machine 
tool having a mechanical guard wherein- 
means are provided responsive to said out- 
put signal operative to actuate the mediani- 
cal guard when the operator's hand or other 
earthed body is withdrawn from the guarded 
region. 

17. A capacitance type object detection 
system a£ claimed in any of daims 1 to 15 
and arranged for use with a machine tool 
wherein means are provided responsive to 
said output signal operative to inhibit the 
operation of the machine tool when the 
operator's hand or other earttied body is in 
the guarded region. 

18. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in claim 6 and arranged 
for use on a machine tool having a medi- 
anical guard comprising two gates movable 
towards one another to dose an opening 
and wh^ein two electrodes are arranged 
on the gates facing across the opaiing when 
the gates are apart, the dectrodes being 
connected in paralld to the three-terminal 
measuring circuit 

19. A capacitance type object detection 



system as daimed in daim 18 wherein the 
gates are arranged to overlap when dosed 
and wherein the dectrodes are arranged to 
face one another when the gates are open so 
as to define a plane in whidi any earthed 35 
body is detected. 

20. A capacitance type object detection 
system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 15 
and arranged for use in a machine in which 
two die plates are brou^t together, where- 40 
in two electrodes are arranged around or 
partly around each of the die plates, the 
electrode or dectrodes around one die plate 
facing the dectrode or electrodes around the 
other die plate. 45 

21. A capacitance type obje<A detection 
system substantially as ciescribed with refo-- 
aice to Figures I to 3 of the accompanying 
drawings. 

22. A capacitance type object detection 50 
system substantially as described with re- 
feroice to Figures 4 and 5 or Figure 6 or 
Figures 7 ancr8 or Figure 9 or Figure 10 of 
the accompanying drawings. 

BOULT. WADE & TENNANT. 
Ill & 112. Hatton Garden. 

London, E.Cl. 
Chartwed Patent Agents. 
Agents for the Applicants, 
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